TENNESSEE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FISCAL MEMORANDUM

FISCAL REVIEW COMMITTEE

SB 414 - HB 973

March 5, 2021

SUMMARY OF ORIGINAL BILL: Createsthe SEM Advancement Act. Requires a
local board of education or public charter school governing body to develop and adopt an
academic acceleration policy for the enrollment of students in grades seven through twelve (7-
12) into available advanced English language arts (ELA), mathematics, or science courses by the
2021-22 school year. Requires the Department of Education (DOE) to submit an annual report
regarding enrollment in such advanced courses to the Education Committees of the Senate and
House of Representatives beginning October 1, 2022.

FISCAL IMPACT OF ORIGINAL BILL:

NOT SIGNIFICANT

SUMMARY OF AMENDMENT (004269): Deletes and replaces language in the
original bill such that the only substantive changes: (1) authorize a teacher to request the removal
of a student from an advanced course based on the student’s performance after 30 days; and (2)
remove the requirement that notifications provided to parents concerning a student’s enrollment
eligibility contain a deadline for the parent to submit written request for enrollment of the
student.

FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL WITH PROPOSED AMENDMENT:

Unchanged from the original fiscal note.
Assumptions for the bill as amended:

e The academic acceleration policy must establish objective criteria for enrolling students
in grades 7-12 into an available advanced ELA, mathematics, or science course.

e The proposed legislation does not require schools to provide or create advanced courses
for students in grades 7-12 and will not affect currently offered advanced courses.

¢ A local board of education and public charter school governing body will be able to
develop an academic acceleration policy during the normal course of business and
within existing resources; therefore, any impact to local expenditures is estimated to be
not significant.
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e DOE will submit the required report utilizing existing staff and resources; therefore, any
fiscal impact to state government is considered not significant.

CERTIFICATION:

The information contained herein is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.
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Bojan Savic, Interim Executive Director
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